i TORONTO STARF REPORT

Sign Variance Report
44 Zorra Street

Date: May 22, 2009
To: Chair and Members, The Etobicoke Y ork Community Council
From: Mark Sraga, Director and Deputy Chief Building Official

Wards: Etobicoke-L akeshore, Ward 5

Reference

Number 2009EY 024

SUMMARY

This staff report is about a matter for which the Community Council has been delegated
authority from City Council to make final decision.

Toronto Building received a Request for Approval of a Variance from Article | of
Chapter 693, Signs, of the Toronto Municipal Code, from Mr. Rick Taddeo of Supersign
Lambda Inc., on behalf of 1127792 Ontario Ltd., the property owners. The request isto
allow an existing double face illuminated third-party ground sign to remain at 44 Zorra
Street and within 400 meters of the limit of the F. G. Gardiner Expressway.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:

(D) the request for variance be refused for the reasons outlined in this report.

Financial Impact
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.
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ISSUE BACKGROUND

On June 5, 1998 City Council passed By-law 280-1998, Article |, Third Party Signs,
Chapter 693 of the City of Toronto Municipal Code. Article I, Chapter 693 prohibits
Third Party Signs on lands adjacent to the former provincial highways, transferred to the
City by ordersin Council 533/97, 534/97, 535/97 and 647/97. The lands affected by this
By-law are any lands within 400 meters of any limit of the following sections of the
former provincial highways;

A. F. G. Gardener Expressway from Highway 427 to the Humber River.

B. Highway 27 from Highway 401 to Steeles Avenue.

C. Highway 2A from Highway 401 to Old Highway 2 (Kingston Road and
Highway 2 from Highway 401 to the City of Toronto and Durham boundary.

D. The portion of Highway 427 referred to as “ Eglinton Avenue: from The East
Mall to point 0.5 kilometre east.

During itsregular City Council meeting on June 29, 30 and 31, 1998, Council adopted
Clause 6 of the report No. 9 of the Urban Environment and Devel opment Committee; an
“Interim Third Party Advertising Sign Minor Variance Process for Areas Abutting the
F. G. Gardener Expressway (formerly the Queen Elizabeth Way), Eglinton Avenue
West, Highway 2, Highway 2A and Highway 27.”

This adopted Sign Variance process included a recommendation that any applications
involving minor variances from the By-law relating to the above referenced highways be
brought to Community Council for approval by way of areport from staff and that staff
use the Ministry of Transportation of Ontario Commercia Sign Policy (MTO Sign
Policy) as a guideline when evaluating the merits of a sign variance application for the
affected lands.

COMMENTS

The property islocated in the former municipality of Etobicoke which is subject to the
Etobicoke Zoning Code. Based on the Etobicoke Zoning Code the property is zoned I.C1
Zone. The existing sign was erected without the benefit of a building permit and is
located east of Kipling Avenue at the junction of Zorra Street and F. G. Gardener
Expressway and is subject to By-law 280-1998.

The property at 44 Zorra St. is aone storey industrial building occupied by Roto — Rooter
Plumbers. The existing third - party ground sign is erected at the west-south corner of
property and is facing the westbound traffic along F. G. Gardener Expressway. The west
elevation of thissign isalso visible to the vehicle traffic traveling eastbound along F. G.
Gardener Expressway. The existing double face sign has a display area of 37.2 square
meters for each face (3.05 m x 12.2 m = 37.2 sg.m.) The overall height of the ground sign
is12.72 meters.
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Municipa Licensing and Standards staff in 2007 investigated the third-party ground sign
at 44 Zorra St. and Notice of Violation was issued for the erection of asign prior to
obtaining a permit.

Variance from Chapter 693 of the City of Toronto Municipal Code

Article | of Chapter 693 of the City of Toronto Municipal Sign Code does not permit
third-party signs on any lands within 400 meters of any limit of the F. G. Gardiner
Expressway from Highway 427 to the Humber River.

The proposed sign does not comply with Article | of Chapter 693, Toronto Municipal
Sign code in the following way:

Sign By-law Section
& Applicant’s Proposal Required Variance
Requirements

(1)693-2 No person shall | The proposed sign will be Sign to be located 29 meters
erect or use any third- located approximately 29 from the highway right-of-way
party signs on any lands meters from the highway in lieu of the 400 meters
within 400 meters of any right-of-way. required.

limit of the following
sections of highway;
A. F. G. Gardiner
Expressway from
Highway 427 to the
Humber River

Deviations from the MTO Sign Policy

The applicant is proposing to erect a ground sign with adisplay area of 37.2 square
metres, within 29 metres of the F. G. Gardiner Expressway. Thiswill result in the sign
exceeding size limitations as contained in the MTO Commercia Sign Policy that has
been adopted for use as guidelines when evaluating the merits of Sign Variance
applications for signs within 400 metres of the F.G. Gardiner Expressway between
Highway 427 and the Humber River.

Community Council has, in the past occasionally approved variances for other billboard
signs within 400 metres of the Gardiner Expressway that exceed both the area and the
height requirement as contained in the MTO Commercia Sign Policy guidelines. These
variance approvals are as follows;

In 2004 Community Council approved a sign variance for a billboard sign located at 2

Wickman Road within 22.86 metres of the Gardiner Expressway having asign face area
of 62.43 square metres with a height of 18.29 metres.
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In 2007 Community Council approved a sign variance for a billboard sign located at 10
Wickman Road within 23 metres of the Gardiner Expressway having a sign face area of
64.23 square metres and a height of 18.29 metres.

In 2007, Community Council approved the first variance request which permitted the
installation of a billboard sign on the roof of the building located at 16 Queen Elizabeth
Blvd. within 30 metres of the F.G. Gardiner Expressway having an area of 18.58 square
metres and within 305 metres of another billboard sign.

In 2008 Community Council approved a sign variance for a billboard sign located at 270
Evans Avenue within 35 metres of the Gardiner Expressway having a sign face area of
117 square metres and a height of 13.72 metres.

The proposed size of the billboard ground sign does not comply with Article I, Third-
Party Signs, Chapter 693 of the City of Toronto Municipal Codes, sinceit islocated
within 400 metres of the portion of the F.G. Gardiner Expressway from Highway 427 to
the Humber River. It also does not comply with the Ministry of Transportation
Commercial Sign Policy which isaguideline for the “Interim Third Party Advertising
Sign Minor Variance Process’ that was adopted by Council in 1998, in the following

ways.

MTO Commercial Sign

Policy (where posted speed Applicant’s Proposal Deviations from Guidelines
more than 50 km/hr)

(1) No billboard sign The proposed sign with a Sign to be located 29
greater than 60.3 square | sign area of 37.2 square metres from the highway
metresin sign areawill | metreswill be located right-of-way in lieu of the
be allowed within 400 | within 400 metres of the 400 metres required under
metres of the highway | highway right-of-way. the MTO Commercia Sign
right-of-way. Policy.

(2) Billboard signswill not | The proposed sign will The proposed sign is 18.6
exceed 18.60 square have asign area of 37.2 square metres larger
metresin areawhen square metres. (2 times) than permitted
they are located within under the MTO
30 metres of the Commercial Sign Policy.
highway right-of-way.

Based on the above identified facts, staff is of the opinion that the request for variances
are not minor in nature and recommends that Community Council refuse the variances
requested for 44 Zorra St.

Since January 2009 Toronto Building received atotal of ten sign variance applications to

permit erection of third party billboards sings within the 400 meters of the F. G. Gardiner
Expressway. Nine sign variance reports are submitted to the Etobicoke Y ork Community
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Council for their consideration at the June 19, 2009 Community Council Meeting. The
increased number of requests to permit erection of third party billboards along the short
stretch of the Gardiner Expressway between Highway 427 and the Humber River will
result in the proliferation of signsin the area

CONTACT

Galina Veltman, Manager, Plan Examination
Tel: (416) 394-8042

Fax: (416) 394-8209

E-mail: veltman@toronto.ca

Mark Sraga

Director of Building and
Deputy Chief Building Official
The Etobicoke Y ork District

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 — Zoning Map

Attachment 2 —Aerial Map

Attachment 3 —Site Plan

Attachment 4 —Sign Details

Attachment 5 — Photo of the Existing Ground Sign
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Attachment 1 — Zoning Map
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Attachment 2 — Aerial Map
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Attachment 3 — Site Plan

Staff report for action on 44 Zorra St.



D e SO L FEFRDLEe Tt O FLTER TR
PLAN, I WHBLE DR I B4R, TN PEmszion | SUAVEY FOR EXISTING SIGN LOCATION OF NOTE:
o W Aai 5 skt B
TR RETRE WOTE SEABICS SHUWN HEREDN ARE ASTRONGMIC 2D st
Lttt REGISTERED PLAN 1865 T e oA
DS ACES SHoUA IRE N AR
o wicusis y eLmey Nt e CITY OF Tt
| SURYEYING LTL. M:rENimn CGNV:R’IED1OF=HM {Fommeriy CITY OF ETH BICO
oo pay O vsE & DIVICING £v 23148 in the MUNICIPALITY OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO}
SCALE 1:300
m 5 I 15 20 mewes
MICHAEL J. CLANCY aLs 2008
ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO
LAND SLRVEYORS
PLAN SUSMISSION FORM
1716867
S T
o’
NO. 30 o
FSSUED 8T THE SURVEYDR
o actordonce with 0;
Reguiation 1926, Saclion 28{3) s
&
s _ — —
- =
5
=
o
uw
z /
3 % =
NC. 30 e
= b= Z STOREY
=] < BRICK BUILDING
- = 4.672
(0C &
1 meas.)
@
P -4
wb g E
s N T2 B0 13" E (meos) <
a8, e N7Z OBST 30°E 36722 (TC) 2
2
- % 13 7S J £ 36.736 (meas.) e} |(.Tsc)
-
2 @ A 5
2
= K 5 g
£ P PIN 07602-0018 oy 8
4 808 | 4.65 =
g i ERL
DE bk ST
& = [ o w
= g2 g % = 2 E
| H b
"o s 8] NO.44 b . g% =3
& g 5 1 STOREY = s |2 w3
= = 2 e STUCCC BUILDING = C
< 2 <& ~ &
=] L)
Party Sign & =
Existing Third Party Sign
Metal Support on Concrete Baose 4.723 tast g
Top 12.72m above Grade 3.322 North 4.50 Q
[ [s)e-rmm k1o mmerns i-imumas e mmans LAUTASEDs 1}
within B1mstras) T 3.00m Setbask Line Nerth B
Sl
36.728(1C & st —
THE QUEEN N 720 54 30" E (TC & meas.)
4.50 East
A PIN 078020083 =]
EﬁIZABETH WAY = &
- . ]
= =]
PART 1
S eanotaoms &
4
4 &}
=
[~
st
LEGEND SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE Michael J. Clancy Surveying Ltd.
UENGTES SURVEY MONUMENT FOLIRD 1 THE SURMTY A L ARE CORREG ! a0 iid 38 COALPORT DRIVE
El DENGTES SLIRVEY NOMIRMERT ST IKOANCE WP THE SURVEYS ACT T TORONTO, ONTARID
G4 DENOTES CUTCRORS ;‘;’;‘gm“n“i‘;‘,‘fft‘,‘:‘” o MIN 4BS
L ol 2 THE SLRMEY VS GO Tl /Fax £15-601-4525
o pmmenmmeeso o0 el ot ey s o
me oF wARCH 30 2013 DRAw T BRSO - -
DATE a:mm o SURVEYQR |TTEEEUEY W L ey File No. 2009-14

Staff report for action on 44 Zorra St.




M3IA 3aIS NOILVATTE MOvE / LNOHZ = SITOS ONIMVHG

C b L

_ @
—* 3SvE 'VId F.0-6 <+ |'.A 38va VI F.0-.9 +— N
R 2o ST RPN eizh R AR i bl G it i sl -l
\A SIRALL - ~————— {5535 WiIQ 335} . .ﬁ
54w 92 © 15 ngoe) . HOVIE LN Tid P
! B .sEA D s 30V DMLSEE 3HL e Y o L
3004 UNIA ITRRGTH HO FO RSO L X OB MLLL i
B LHOE S GEELA LT B T TONGD Qoo NS IS ¥Td 35v8
; LCHINEIS. 357D HOVIR 2 VW S HHL JZ X WO 0F
QL WAV AL 080" W
QRN 38 01 HTTHH /
- /
% XOBNDIS OWVORTTE IS 1T B
] HINOD A SOVHD 208V ¢ h |
& %67 B TIOHINYH- &
3
- ]
o (WI3C 39 SINFNIHISVIN o]
= FACHY FHL 50 WAUNIIND [
M n..szEmua. Y ST Vs T
TV EMOH TelBAL HOVD
m NIINL3E 08 LHOM ¥ 14T HOVIE ALY OLd T10d- UNFTO A8 GITAGHS) m
& o] WOLH X08 30 393 WOUd ISV ML XN 58 SOWHVES CIENII e &
! 5 ANV L WOLIGE B0l e RE AN T T Bl
& i WO KO 40 F902 O -
a Aoty OC SINIINSYIA "o
= T Lyt 150308 i 335) g
S :
2 IHLTIV (GBI GINOTY e z
E IATINL APHIRNT ST P d g
r FATTYM LI STV F052 . WHL B X QO XH L ' -
I AS OIIVNINGTT 36 OL NFILNE WD 2T 02 ” %
% : NS WHL AL X VIO LOP ®
g H 1.2
5 E]
N
= Q
R & S !
o
z o]
= %
i -
B O m
5 Q9
3] o
T
H I
Pl
7 [
s vy

|
) . e -

=== —= -~ HLJIM TIVHIAO .0-0F

—

SITVL NDIS JFTAHIVY ® STOVA NDIS TANIA X314 WO NOTAd AHVO8TIIE QILYNINNTIL 4/d DNIANYLS-33H4 HOIHILX3 M3IN

Attachment 4 — Sign Details
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Attachment 5 — Existing Ground Sign at 44 Zorra St.
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